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2010 in Review 
-submitted by George Sharpe CGT 

 
The 33rd Annual AGM was held on April 16th and 17th, 2010 at the Heritage Inn in Saskatoon.  Both the 
Annual Meeting and the following Educational Workshop were well attended.  The Educational 
Workshop was a presentation from ISC (Information Services Corporation) on Community Planning 
requirements for new subdivisions with a spirited Q & A session completing the workshop. 
Three new members were inducted bringing the current membership roll to 42 paid-up members. 
 

                                  

 

 

Pres. Boyd McFarlane presents new members, Lane Cooper (top left),  
Lynn Schatkoske (top right) and Lindsay Wanner with Membership Certificates. 
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From left to right (front row); Paul Perron, Barry Cammidge, Guy Craig, Art Mark,  
(back row) Lane Cooper, Trevor Hammer, Lynn Schatkoske, Lindsay Wanner, 

 George Sharpe, Boyd McFarlane, not in photo-Byron McCauley 

Ideas presented at the AGM and the Fall Council Meeting to promote SAGT included conducting 
seminars/short courses as a part of our Continuing Education and exploring the possibility that SAGT 
members could become Associate Members of the Professional Surveyors of Canada. 

 

Congratulations to SLSA 
-submitted by George Sharpe CGT 
 

The SLSA celebrated their 100th Anniversary in 2010.  SAGT’s President, Boyd McFarlane, attended the 
Centennial AGM (March, 2010) in Regina presenting the SLSA with a commemorative plaque of wood 
burning art created by Warman artist Doug Cox.  

 
Pyrography by Doug Cox based on a painting done by Laurie Besplug,  

presented to the SLSA at their 2010 AGM commemorating their centennial. 
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Celebrations resumed in September with the historical dedication of the 100th Anniversary Plaque 
installed on the Surveyors Monument in Wascana Park in Regina. 

The weather was not very co-operative, as the “monsoons” of 2010 were just ending around that time. 

It is most interesting to see the membership rolls of the SLSA in the years 1967, Centennial Plaque; 
1985, 75th Anniversary Plaque and 2010, 100th Anniversary Plaque.  For any of you who want to visit this 
location, it is in the SW area of Wascana Park near the Broad St. Bridge, where it crosses Wascana Creek. 

 

              

Surveyors Monument in Wascana Park, Regina                                       

 

 

                 

A rainy September day greeted SLSA members at the 100th Anniversary Plaque dedication ceremony. 

 

Deputy Premier and Minister of Finance Ken Krawetz 
looks on as City of Regina councillor Mike O’Donnell 
congratulates the survey community. 
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SIAST News Release MEDIA 
RELEASE 
SIAST reinstates Geomatics due to high demand 
Industry backing instrumental in decision to 

offer program 
 
November 15, 2010 – Thanks to industry support and 
labour market demand, SIAST will once again offer its 
Geomatics program in fall 2011. Grads from the 
program have excellent employment prospects, but 
the program was suspended earlier this year due to 
low enrolment and competing resource demands. 
 

“There is definitely a shortage of geomatics 
technologists in Saskatchewan,” says Ron Eichel, 
president of the Saskatchewan Land Surveyors 
Association (SLSA). “We need more people in the 
industry.” Demand for Geomatic students through 
SIAST’s co-op education office – more than three 
times the number of available students – offers a 
clear indication of employment prospects. Co-op 
placements often lead to jobs for students upon 
graduation. Companies are competing for the few 
available geomatics technologists in Saskatchewan, 
and there are simply not enough to go around. Many 
are hoping that the combined effort of SIAST and the 
SLSA will help alleviate the shortage. Since the 
program was suspended, the geomatics industry, and 
in particular the SLSA, has offered to increase its 

support of student recruitment, capital equipment 
needs and scholarships. SIAST will accept applications 
to the 20-seat program immediately. “The relationship 
between SIAST and the SLSA is invaluable,” says 
Arnold Boldt, Dean of Technology. “The association’s 
commitment to the program and its willingness to be 
part of the solution speak volumes about the 
opportunities and the work environment awaiting 
grads.” 
 
The Geomatics diploma program provides knowledge 
and skill development in using science and technology 
for collecting and using geographically referenced 
data. It involves the location, surveying and mapping 
of natural and man-made physical features, property 

and other boundaries. The program involves five 
semesters and two paid cooperative work terms. 
Employment after graduation can consist of surveying 
and map production positions in a number of 
industries. 
 
SIAST is Saskatchewan’s primary public institution for 
post-secondary technical education and skills training, 
recognized nationally and internationally for its 
expertise and innovation. More than 14,000 students 
were enrolled in SIAST programs in the most recent 
academic year; additionally, the organization drew 

almost 30,000 individual course registrations. Through 
program and course registrations, SIAST served 
almost 26,000 distinct students with programs that 
touch every sector of the economy. SIAST operates 
campuses in Moose Jaw, Prince Albert, Regina and 
Saskatoon, and provides a number of courses and 
programs through distance education. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Tess Hodgins 
SIAST Communications 
Phone: 306-659-4041 
Email: hodginste@siast.sk.ca 
Information about SIAST can be found at 

www.goSIAST.com. 

 

 

SAGT Iron Post is published by 
the Saskatchewan Association of 
Geomatics Technologists for 
circulation to its members and 
SLSA. 
 
The opinions of the contributing 
writers may not be consistent 
with those of the Saskatchewan 
Association of Geomatics 
Technologists or of the Council of 
the Saskatchewan Land Surveyors 
Association. Articles may be 
reprinted with appropriate credit 
given to the authors, unless it is 
under copyright. 
 
You may contact the editor via 
info@sagt.sk.ca. 
 
Submissions from all our 
members is highly encouraged. 
Tell us your story – give us your 
opinion. 
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